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Food and Drug Administration, HHS § 878.5035 

§ 878.5010 Nonabsorbable poly-
propylene surgical suture. 

(a) Identification. Nonabsorbable poly-
propylene surgical suture is a 
monofilament, nonabsorbable, sterile, 
flexible thread prepared from long- 
chain polyolefin polymer known as 
polypropylene and is indicated for use 
in soft tissue approximation. The poly-
propylene surgical suture meets United 
States Pharmacopeia (U.S.P.) require-
ments as described in the U.S.P. Mono-
graph for Nonabsorbable Surgical Su-
tures; it may be undyed or dyed with 
an FDA approved color additive; and 
the suture may be provided with or 
without a standard needle attached. 

(b) Classification. Class II (special 
controls). The special control for this 
device is FDA’s ‘‘Class II Special Con-
trols Guidance Document: Surgical Su-
tures; Guidance for Industry and 
FDA.’’ See § 878.1(e) for the availability 
of this guidance document. 

[56 FR 24685, May 31, 1991, as amended at 68 
FR 32984, June 3, 2003] 

§ 878.5020 Nonabsorbable polyamide 
surgical suture. 

(a) Identification. Nonabsorbable poly-
amide surgical suture is a nonabsorb-
able, sterile, flexible thread prepared 
from long-chain aliphatic polymers 
Nylon 6 and Nylon 6,6 and is indicated 
for use in soft tissue approximation. 
The polyamide surgical suture meets 
United States Pharmacopeia (U.S.P.) 
requirements as described in the U.S.P. 
monograph for nonabsorbable surgical 
sutures; it may be monofilament or 
multifilament in form; it may be pro-
vided uncoated or coated; and it may 
be undyed or dyed with an appropriate 
FDA listed color additive. Also, the su-
ture may be provided with or without a 
standard needle attached. 

(b) Classification. Class II (special 
controls). The special control for this 
device is FDA’s ‘‘Class II Special Con-
trols Guidance Document: Surgical Su-
tures; Guidance for Industry and 
FDA.’’ See § 878.1(e) for the availability 
of this guidance document. 

[56 FR 24685, May 31, 1991, as amended at 68 
FR 32985, June 3, 2003] 

§ 878.5030 Natural nonabsorbable silk 
surgical suture. 

(a) Identification. Natural nonabsorb-
able silk surgical suture is a non-
absorbable, sterile, flexible multifila-
ment thread composed of an organic 
protein called fibroin. This protein is 
derived from the domesticated species 
Bombyx mori (B. mori) of the family 
Bombycidae. Natural nonabsorbable silk 
surgical suture is indicated for use in 
soft tissue approximation. Natural 
nonabsorbable silk surgical suture 
meets the United States Pharmacopeia 
(U.S.P.) monograph requirements for 
Nonabsorbable Surgical Suture (class 
I). Natural nonabsorbable silk surgical 
suture may be braided or twisted; it 
may be provided uncoated or coated; 
and it may be undyed or dyed with an 
FDA listed color additive. 

(b) Classification. Class II (special 
controls). The special control for this 
device is FDA’s ‘‘Class II Special Con-
trols Guidance Document: Surgical Su-
tures; Guidance for Industry and 
FDA.’’ See § 878.1(e) for the availability 
of this guidance document. 

[58 FR 57558, Oct. 26, 1993, as amended at 68 
FR 32985, June 3, 2003] 

§ 878.5035 Nonabsorbable expanded 
polytetrafluoroethylene surgical su-
ture. 

(a) Identification. Nonabsorbable ex-
panded polytetrafluoroethylene 
(ePTFE) surgical suture is a 
monofilament, nonabsorbable, sterile, 
flexible thread prepared from ePTFE 
and is intended for use in soft tissue 
approximation and ligation, including 
cardiovascular surgery. It may be 
undyed or dyed with an approved color 
additive and may be provided with or 
without an attached needle(s). 

(b) Classification. Class II (special 
controls). The special control for this 
device is FDA’s ‘‘Class II Special Con-
trols Guidance Document: Surgical Su-
tures; Guidance for Industry and 
FDA.’’ See § 878.1(e) for the availability 
of this guidance document. 

[65 FR 20735, Apr. 18, 2000, as amended at 68 
FR 32985, June 3, 2003] 
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